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by some of the prophets, that Saul and Barnabas should be set apart for a
special office of preaching. By this we are to understand the function of
the apostleship, that they might propagate the faith over all nations with
full authority,1 Thus was St Paul assumed to the apostleship.1 Though
the other apostles lived by the gospel, he chose not to make use of that
liberty, but to gain his subsistence by making tents,4 such as were used
by soldiers and mariners. Nevertheless, this apostle received sometimes
the voluntary alms of the Christians, rejoicing in their charity, not for
himself, but for their sake,4 For as to himself, having tried all things, he
was prepared for all, ever content with his condition wherever he was.1
He knew how to live in want and in hunger, as well as in plenty. To
defend the dignity of his apostleship, upon which the success of his preach-
ing depended, he mentioned once his revelations and privileges; but
compelled by necessity for the salvation of many souls and conversion of
nations: and he speaks of them in such a manner as to show that he gave
all the glory to God alone, and made no account of them himself, but
trembled and humbled himself more under such favours. In things which
seemed to his advantage it is visibly his tongue only that mentions them,
without the heart, when solicitude for the souls of his brethren betrayed
the secret of his humility* But he glories in his infirmities; his heart
speaks by the instrument of his tongue when he recounts whatever was
a subject of confusion to him, and he styles himself from the sincere
sentiment of his heart, a blasphemer, a persecutor, an abortive, the last of
the apostles and unworthy to bear that name.

We have, in the Acts of the Apostles, a summary account of the
missions of St Paul after he had received the imposition of hands. Taking
with him St Barnabas in 44, he travelled from Antioch to Seleucia, and
embarking there, sailed to Cyprus. He preached first in the Jewish
synagogue at Salamis; and afterwards up and down the island till he
arrived at Paphos, a large city on the other side of the isle, in which
resided Sergius Paulus, the Roman proconsul. This governor was a wise
and prudent man, but was seduced by the magical arts of a Jewish im-
postor, one Barjesus, otherwise called Elymas, surnamed the Sorcerer*
The proconsul was moved by the reputation of the miracles of St Paul,
and desired to hear him speak, Elymas opposed the preaching of the
apostle; but the saint by his malediction smote him with blindness for a
time, so that he could not see the sun. Sergius Paulus, at the sight of
this miracle and by hearing St Paul, was converted and received the
sacrament of baptism. Origen and St Chrysostom tell us that Elymas
recovered his sight by embracing the faith. Some think that our apostle
took the name of Paul from this illustrious proconsul; and St Luke from
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